
INTRODUCTION 


Purpose. The purpose in this dictionary is to gath er to gether in one 
I'olurne the profusion of eponyms and descripti ve synonyms u sed to desig
nate syndromes and diseases. It i s hoped tha t thi s effort wiJI in sorne m easure 
not only give th e reader an understandin g of the disease entities listed 
herein, but al so h elp to unravel th e difficulties in communica tion concerning 
these entities, a problem implicit in th e very proliferation of synonyms. 

Scope. Inc luded in this dictionary are eponymic nam es of patho
logical conditions named after the di scoverers, litera ry and m ythologica l 
characters , and patien ts. Al! available eponyms used in naming clinical 
eutilies, animal diseases, experimenta l diseases (incJuding ca ncers), im
portant diagnostic signs, and pathological conditions are entered , a long with 
theü' non-eponymic synonyms (descriptive names). Since , however, ne w 
eponyrns are cons tantly being crea ted, a dic tionary such as this can n eve r be 
complete. Many terms herein Ii s ted are well know n b y their eponymic 
designa tions; some are known chiefiy by th eir descriptive names ; others are 
frallkly obscure or obsole te bu t a re included because of th eir rarity a nd the 
difficulty associa ted with their recognition. To be listed, a term must have 
appeared in the lite rature at least twice. 

Alphabetization and Orthography. Terms are spelled and alphabe tized 
in this dictionary , as in other American m edical dictionaries, in accordance 
with the America n form. Tha t is 10 say, th e diphthong has been eliminated 
from common terms of Greek origino Thus anaemia p seudoleukaemita 
il1fantum is entered and alphabe tized a s anemia pseudoleu hemica in· 
jl/n ll/ m. But , for purposes of guidance, cross-references are given for th e 
variant fotms, for example, fmm anaemia to an emia a nd fro m oesophagus 
to eso phagus. In sys tematic na mes, however , the diphthong is reta inecl . 
Thus Spirocha.eta, no t SpiTocheta; but spirochetosis, not spirochaetosi s. 

In dealin g with foreign proper names, the umla ut is usecl according 
10 the preference in the .country of origi no However, al! fo rm s of th ese nam es 
are lis ted. Aga in , cros s-references are given as necessary, for example , fmm 
Moebius 10 Mobius. Similarl y, su ch names as Abram ov and Abrilwssov are 
also entered as Abra moff and Abrihossoff, with appropriate cross-r eferences. 
Complex personal names are a l so con sidered for ease of loca tion . Thu s the 
entries: 

DE LANGE, CORNELIA. See LAN GE, CORNELIA DE. 

KAPOSI, MORITZ KOHN.See KAPOS!-KOHN , MORITZ. 
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Terminology. Since most conditions described in this dictionary were 
OliginaJl y reported in foreign literature, ma n y terms, such as m OTbus, 
m al.um , Sylnp toln complex , Or syndTon~e ) are often used in a manner that is 
different from American conven tion. S yndrom e, perhaps the most freo 
quentl y used term in this dictiona ry, is b y definition "a set of symptoms, 
usually three or more, which occur to gether. " [n some forei gn works, and 
consequently in thi s dic tionary, the word syndTome is used much more 
loosel y. 

Formal. Epon ymic entries a re lis ted under the pe rsonal names 
supplied wilh biographicai data when rh ey are a vailable , tha t is, with fuH 
name and dates of birlh and death. N am e s that could not be veIÍfied are 
gi ven as found- some include only un verified family names. 

The typical entry on which a definition is given (a lways an e ponym) 
consists of the following e lements: the eponym , a Iist of synonyms , the 
de finitíon , and the bibliography. In addition, al! synonyms ( both eponyrnic 
and desc riptive) are lis ted separately. The entry on which a disord er is 
defined is selected according lO common usage: Adie's syn dTom e over the 
less common[y known eponyms Adie-Ho/m es syn dTOme, Kel".e r-Adie syn
drome, We i/.l-Reys ,yndrom e , e tc. Wh enever prefere nces of common usage 
could not be clearly established, an arbit rary selection is made. In no in· 
Slance, however, should the selec tion be unders tood as the author's own 
preference , nor should it be interpreted a s an indica tion of priority in the 
descJiption of an eponym. 

Synonyms. SynoIU'mous eponyms are given under personal names 
with a cross-reference lO the d efined entry. For example, BrW-Z in sse r di s· 
ea se (a synon ym for Br ill's disease ) is enlered under BRILL, NATHAN 
EDWIN , and under ZINSSER , FERDINAND. and the cross-refer ence See 
B-ri ll's di.,eo,e i s given in both instances. 

Eponymic entries and descriptive en tries are arran ged in the same 
alphabet. Since all defined main entries are eponymic, each descriptive 
enlry is supplied with a cross-referen ce to the approplia te eponym. 

Definitions. Although a s mall number of eponyms have re tained their 
original descriptions, for the most part definitions in this dictionary form 
what is hoped to be a composite pic ture representing vie wpoints of valious 
disciplines, based on a systematic exa mina tion of the most current authoIÍ
tative matelial. A typical defin ilion ineludes recent information on sy mp
toms, pathology, m e tabolism , e tiology , inherila nce, and special pecuharities. 
AIso , an effort is m ade to account for differences in vaIÍous el assifications 
and fine <liffere ees and similanties of alli ed conditions. Unfortunately, 
sorne de finitions fall short of the typical. This is so because the Ji terature on 
eertain speeifi e topic s, in spite of the enormous total output of printed 
mate IÍal, proved to be too scanly 10 provide the desired information. Sinee 
this is a dic tiona ry rather than a handbook, referen ce to diagnosis and treat· 
ment and judgmental interpre tation are meticulously avoided. 

Sources. Whene ver possible, each epon ym has been traced to its 
original description, and lhe title is given in the list of references following 
the definition. The tilles of original works that could not be ve rified are 
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transcribed as fou nd in available sources and prefixed with an asterisk. The 
recent references consulted in the preparation of this work are too numemus 
to be Usted. Other than original references are sup plied, however, for u n
traceable epon yms or when the origina l references were difficult to use or 
obtatn. 

IIlustrations. In cer tain instances, particularly in those involving 
disorders affecting severa! organ systems a nd in those which seem to resi Sl 
verbal descriplion , illustrations are used lO enhance the definition s. The 
SOl1l'Ce for eaeh illustration is given in the legend. 

Author 's Note. This book does not reflect my a pproval Or di sapprova l 
of eponyms -it merely recognizes that they exist. 

STAN L EY J ABLONSKI 

Annandale, Virginia 
1969 
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